28             The Vedanta Philosophy.

Polytheism. Thus one of the Vedic gods, Indra,
the god of the air, is called Visvakarman, the
Maker of all things, while the Sun (Savitar) is
invoked as Pra^apati, the Lord of all living
beings. In some places this One as a neuter,
is called the great Divinity of all the gods, mahat
devanam asuratvam ekam (R.V. III, 55, i).

These were indeed giant strides, and we can
watch them clearly in different parts of the Veda,
from the simplest invocations of the unknown
agents behind sun and moon, heaven and earth,
to the discovery of the One God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, the Lord and Father, and lastly
to the faith in one Divine Essence (Brahman), of
which the Father or Maker of all things is what
they call the pratika or face, or manifestation or,
as we should say, the persona, the mask, the
person.

This was the final outcome of religious thought

O                      O     '

beginning with a most natural faith in invisible
powers or agents behind the startling drama of
nature, and ending with a belief in One Great
Power, the unknown, or rather the unseen God,
worshipped, though ignorantly worshipped, through